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At Airy Hill Community Primary School we aim to provide the highest quality care and 

education for all our children, giving them a strong foundation for their future learning. We 

create a safe and happy environment with motivating and enjoyable learning 

experiences that enable children to become confident and independent. We value the 

individual child and work alongside parents and others to meet their needs and help 

every child to reach their full potential. 

 As outlined in the EYFS ‘Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support 

that enables them to fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and 

a child's experiences between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life 

chances.’ 

We adhere to the Statutory Framework of the EYFS and the four guiding principles that 

shape practice within Early Years settings.  

 Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, 

capable, confident and self-assured 

 Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships 

 



 

 Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their 

experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership 

between practitioners and parents and/or carers 

 Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates 

Principles into practice 

As part of our practice we: 

 Provide a balanced curriculum, based on the EYFS, across the seven areas of 

learning, using play as the vehicle for learning 

 Promote equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice. We provide early 

intervention for those children who require additional support 

 Work in partnership with parents and within the wider context 

 Plan challenging learning experiences, based on the individual child, informed by 

observation and assessment 

 Provide opportunities for children to engage in activities that are adult-initiated and 

child-initiated, supported by the adult 

 Provide a secure and safe learning environment indoors and out 

Foundation Stage Curriculum 

We plan an exciting and challenging curriculum based on our observation of children’s 

needs, interests, and stages of development across the seven areas of learning to enable 

the children to achieve and exceed the early learning goals.  

Learning and development is categorized into three prime areas of learning: 

 Communication and language 

 Physical development 

 Personal, social and emotional development 

 

Additionally there are four specific areas of learning 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the world 

 Expressive arts and design 

Achievement of these prime and specific areas of learning is by: 

 Playing and exploring 

 Active learning 

 Creating and thinking critically 

Observation, Assessment and Planning 

Our planning shows how the principles of the EYFS are put into practice and is always 

informed by observations we have made of the children, in order to understand and 

consider their current interests, development and learning needs. All staff who work in the 

Foundation Stage are involved in this process. 



 

The curriculum is delivered using a play-based approach as outlined by the EYFS. We plan 

a balance between children having time and space to engage in their own child-

initiated activities and those that are planned by the adults. During children’s play, early 

years practitioners interact to stretch and challenge children further. Children also have 

whole group and small group times which increase as they progress through the EYFS with 

times for a daily phonics session using ‘Letters and Sounds’, teaching aspects of 

Mathematics and Literacy, including shared reading and writing. 

 As part of our daily practice we observe and assess children’s development and learning 

to inform our future plans. We record our observations in a variety of ways. Everyone is 

encouraged to contribute and discussions take place. Significant observations of 

children’s achievements are collated in their own personal learning journey, which are 

shared with parents throughout the year and which they are encouraged to contribute 

to. Within the final term of Reception, we provide the parent’s with a report based on 

their child's development against each of the Early Learning Goals and the characteristics 

of their learning.  

Inclusion 

 

All our children matter and we give them every opportunity to achieve their best.  

(see our policy on school inclusion). 

 

In the Foundation Stage we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of our 

children, so that most achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of the stage. Some children 

progress beyond this point. We achieve this by planning to meet the needs of all children. 

 

We meet the needs of all our children through: 

 planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, experience 

and interests, and develop their self-esteem and confidence; 

 using a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning needs; 

 providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children and to help 

them to learn effectively;  

 providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contribution of all 

children is valued; 

 using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and stereotyping; 

 planning challenging activities for children whose ability and understanding are in 

advance of their language and communication skills; 

 monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support as necessary. This 

involves speech therapy for some of our children. 

 

Transitions 

Transitions are carefully planned for and time given to ensure continuity of learning. In the 

summer term Reception staff visit children in their preschool settings. Children then attend 

introductory sessions to Reception with staff from their own settings and then with their 

parents to help familiarize them with their new setting and staff. They receive a booklet 

about starting school to share together and complete an “All About Me” booklet to help 

staff get to know children and their interests before they start school. 

In the final term in Reception, the Year 1 teacher will meet with the Reception staff and 

discuss each child's development against the Early Learning Goals in order to support a 

smooth transition to Year 1. This discussion helps the Year 1 teacher to plan an effective, 

responsive and appropriate curriculum that will meet the needs of all children. Reception 



 

children will get the opportunity to free flow into Year 1 so they become familiar with their 

new environment. 

 

K Payne EYFS Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


