
  Early Reading in EYFS and KS1 @      

Airy Hill Primary School 

Airy Hill Primary School is committed to: 

 Teaching EVERY child to read  

 Closing the word gap  

 Developing a love of reading 

September 2019 

 

Phonics overview 

 All phonics teaching follows the Letters and Sounds programme using LCP 

planning and the five-part lesson structure (review, teach, practise, apply). 

There is total fidelity to this programme at all times  

 All phonics teaching begins on day 1 in Reception  

 Phonics lessons are taught daily in Reception, Y1 and Y2 without exception, 

continuing for pupils in KS2 when required 

 4 sounds are taught each week with a review lesson taught on the fifth day  

 Where possible, phonics is taught to the whole class. Individual children who 

require extra support have small group sessions additional to these lessons to 

ensure a keep-up not catch-up approach 

 All phonics teaching is discussed daily between both class teacher and teaching 

assistant to ensure that all phonics is applied across the whole curriculum 

 Children are assessed half-termly and the lowest 20% of pupils are identified 

and support put in place immediately  

 The teaching of phonics is monitored weekly by the leadership team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Progression  

    Expected outcomes throughout the year  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2  

Nursery  Phase 1  Some children begin phase 

2  

Reception Phase 2 Phase 3  Consolidating and 

applying phase 2 and 3  

 

Phase 4 

Year 1  Consolidat

e phase 3 

and 4 

Phase 5  

Part 1 

Phase 5  

Part 2  

Phase 5 

Part 3  

 

Phase 6 

Year 2  Phase 6  

No nonsense spelling and daily reading  



 

Daily session structure (LCP planning supports this) 

Revisit and Review  

 Practise previously learned phonemes, graphemes and red words. 

Teach  

 Investigate new phonemes, graphemes. 

 Include one or two red words. 

 Consolidate how to blend and segment to read and spell - sound buttons are the 

agreed method to support the teaching and learning of segmenting and 

blending. You cannot sound button red words as they are non-phonetically 

decodable. 

Practise  

 Provide opportunities to practise the knowledge and skills taught in this session. 

Apply  

 Provide opportunities to read and write words, sentences or questions using the 

day’s graphemes and red words.  

 If writing, ensure that handwriting expectations are in line with writing across 

the curriculum. 

Assess  



 Provide an opportunity for the children to independently apply the skill they 

have developed 

 Plan future sessions and activities to observe application of phonics skills 

 

* Red words are taught to all children within each phase. The children must refer to 

these words as red words. On displays and on flash cards, these words must be either 

in red font or on red paper / card. Children must learn that a red word cannot be 

sounded out. We do not use the phrase tricky word as we are promoting a culture of 

success within reading. 

 

Environments 

 All classrooms have an interactive phonics working wall, which supports all taught 

sessions and provides support for independent follow up work - complex speed Y1 

upwards / simple speed sounds reception 

 All children have immediate access to a large speed sound chart which should be 

next to the whiteboard and at a useable height.   

 All provision areas are text rich to promote a love of reading  

 Y1 – access to speed sounds always 

 All labels / key words are sound buttoned within all areas and all displays to 

support independent use for the children  

 

Resources 

 Every phonics area has a set of P2 -5 sounds for teacher use 

 Blank phoneme frames available to all pupils  

 Phonics book after Christmas in Y1 (1 per child)  

 Interactive and accessible display board (see environment) 

Assessment 

 Every child’s phonics booklet is updated half-termly with an adult  

 Phonics whole class tracker is updated electronically every half term, in English 

file on server. On here, the lowest 20% of pupils and pupil premium children are 

identified separately and immediate support is planned.  

 Termly phonics screening check completed by Y1 class teacher for Y1 pupils and 

Y2 pupils who did not pass the PSC the previous year  

 Children requiring extra support are provided with a ‘more of the same approach’ 

with intensive phonics teaching which is additional to the class sequence  

 

Reading at school  



 All children develop their phonic ability during 1:1 reading time each week where 

the phonic approach to decoding is reinforced. This is using a book which has 

been selected by the class teacher based on the week’s phonic teaching (fluency 

focus)  

 Daily guided reading session (comprehension focus)  

 

o EYFS and KS1 grouped reading 3 x week 

Children are paired appropriately. Children work together to decode texts 

and read fluently. During this time, the class teacher listens to and assess 

each child within the class.  This text is matched to their phonic ability and 

supports their learning.  

 

KS1 whole class reading  

On a Thursday and Friday, the children in Y1 take part and share a whole 

class text, this is then followed up through VIPER questioning. The text is to 

be pitched above their independent ability and expose them to high level 

vocabulary.  

o Year 2 reading approach  

During the Autumn  Terms, children will have guided reading carousel Mon- 

Thu and take part in the Schofield and Sims comprehension activity as a 

whole class on a Friday 

 Termly visit to the local library where a selection of age-appropriate and 

recommended texts are available for the children (reading for pleasure)  

 Daily story time (reading for pleasure)  

 A cosy, inviting and well-organised reading area for children to enjoy is within 

each classroom which is part of the carousel approach to teaching reading 

(reading for pleasure)  

 Recommended reads (taken from 100 books list) displayed in the reading area 

 

Reading at home 

 Phased books are chosen by the class teacher based on each child’s phonics 

knowledge and given to the child for the week to encourage re-reading and 

practise (fluency)  



 All children choose and take home books to read for pleasure with their families. 

These are chosen from the library and are able to be changed at the child’s 

discretion (reading for pleasure)  

 All children are expected to read every night of the school week and record this 

in their reading record.  

 Annual parent’s meeting to discuss phonics, progression and strategies to 

support their child’s learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


