
 

 

Airy Hill Primary School 
 
Friday 25th September 2020 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,  
 
 

The importance of reading 

 
Please encourage your child to read at home every 

day! Whether your child reads independently or 

with an adult/older child, daily reading is so 

important to build up their reading stamina. 

Please support your child to read daily and 

record this in their school reading record.  
 

 

Snacks for KS2 children 

We are pleased to say that from 1st October 

we will be able to provide snacks to KS2 

children once again. The system for this has 

changed.  

Snack will cost 50p per day and will consist of 

a carton of juice and a bagel. Snack will need to 

be purchased monthly and in advance – paid 

for via ‘My Child at School’. We cannot accept 

any cash. If you pay for the month and your 

child is absent from school for three or more 

days, we will carry the balance over to the 

following month. We will not be able to 

refund/carry forward funds for any other 

reason. 

If you would like your child to have snack 

in October, please purchase ‘October snack’ 

on MCAS before next Thursday. 
 

 
 



Nut Free School 

A reminder that we are a Nut Free School. 

Please ensure that packed lunches and snacks 

sent to school do not contain nuts. 
 

 

Whitby Shotokan Karate Club 

Whitby Shotokan Karate Club will be 

restarting their classes in the school hall on 

Monday. Please visit their Facebook page for 

more information. 
 

 

Parents’ Evenings 

Our Parents Evenings will be taking place on 

Monday 5th and Wednesday 7th October. This 

term, parents evening appointments will be 

held over the telephone. You should have 

received a letter with further information. If 

you are having difficulties booking your 

appointment via MCAS, you can call the school 

office to book an appointment. 
 

 

Harvest Festival 

We will be celebrating Harvest Festival in our 

class bubbles on Friday 2nd October. As we are 

unable to safely invite parents to share our 

celebrations this year, we will post our 

learning and activities on our Facebook page. 

We cannot accept Harvest donations at school 

but encourage you to donate these directly to 

the Whitby Food Bank or via the collection 

points in the supermarkets around town.  
 

 

Covid Symptoms and what to do 

Understandably, we are receiving high 

numbers of calls from people who are unsure 

what to do if their child is unwell. We have 

attached to this newsletter, a letter from Public 

Health England which tells you exactly what to 

look out for and what to do. Please read this 

information carefully. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



If your child is not required to self-isolate, 

it is even more important that they attend 

school every day – we have lots of learning 

to catch up on! 

 

 
 

 

Mild Cold Symptoms and what to do 

We have a lot of children off school with 

coughs and colds at the 

moment, which are to be 

expected at this time of 

year. 

Now more than ever it is 

important that children 

are in school as much as 

the can be, we have lots 

of learning to catch up 

on! 

We hope that you feel 

you can trust us to take good care of your child 

when they are at school, especially when 

they’re feeling a little under the weather.  Staff 

are first aid trained with many having 

accessed the higher level first aid training. 

If you do keep 

your child at 

home, it’s 

important to 

phone us on the 

first day.  Let us 

know that they 

won’t be in and 

give us the 

reason. 

If your child is well enough to go to school but 

has an infection that could be passed on, such 

as a cold sore or head lice, please let us know 

that, too.  

 
 

 

 

 



Flu Immunisation – ACTION REQUIRED 

Nasal influenza vaccination will take place at 

Airy Hill School on Friday 1 October. All our 

school-aged children from Reception to Year 6 

are eligible for this.  

Please ensure your consent form has been 

submitted no later than 27 September 2020.  
 

 

Bubble Closures & Continuation of 

Learning 

You may be aware from the media that across 

the country there have been lots of schools 

that have needed to close or partially close due 

to Covid. There are many frustrations around 

this, particularly due to the amount of time it 

can take to receive a test and the subsequent 

result.  

I want to reassure parents that if we are 
directed to close a class bubble, we have 
contingency plans in place to ensure that 
children’s learning is not interrupted. If your 
child is in KS2 (Y3-Y6) they will bring home 
their Chromebook to use. If you do not have an 
internet connection at home, I would 
appreciate you letting us know.  
 

 

'The new normal’ - REMINDERS 

Reading books & Reading Records 

Reception Class – please send in reading books 

and reading records on Mondays and Fridays 

only. 

Everyone else. - please bring your reading 

book every day and your reading record on 

Mondays and Fridays. Returned reading books 

will be quarantined for 72 hours before they 

go back into circulation. Hands will be cleaned 

before touching reading books/records in 

school. 

PE kits 

Children should continue to come to school in 

their PE kit on PE days. This is really helping 

us at the moment. We’ll review this again in a 

few weeks. As the weather turns chilly, 

children should wear blue jogging bottoms and 

a blue sweater. 

Social distancing 

Please can parents keep a clear ‘walk way’ 

between the KS1 gate and the large 

playground.  

Hand sanitiser 

Please do not send hand sanitiser into school. 

We have sanitising points outside every 



classroom. It is important that staff know 

which children have sanitised their hands and 

who hasn't.  
 

 

Bubble Closures and Communication 

You will be aware from our Risk Assessment 

and previous communications that in some 

cases class bubbles need to be closed. This is 

most likely to happen if a pupil or staff 

member in that class bubble tests positive. 

This can happen at any time and we must act 

upon this information quickly.  
 

 

We want to be clear with you about how we 

will communicate with you: 

 Message to the whole school or a whole 

class - announcement on the MCAS app 

and email to all contacts with parental 

responsibility. 

 Message to individual parents or small 

groups – email to all contacts with 

parental responsibility 

 Urgent message about your child – 

phone call 

 Reminder/ non-urgent update – 

Facebook 
 

In the event that we have to close a class 

bubble, we will use all methods of 

communication available to us to contact you. 
 

*Please check your email SPAM folder and 

check that emails are not getting stuck in 

there* 
 

 

Endeavour Fun 

Club 

A reminder that 

Fun Club is 

open and the 

details are here: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Contact details  

For obvious reasons it is very important that 

we always have your up-to-date contact details 



to hand. The easiest way to check the details 

we hold for you is to logon to MCAS and click 

on ‘Data Collection Form’. This will first bring 

up your child’s details to check and amend as 

appropriate. You should then click on ‘View 

Your Personal Details’ to check and amend the 

details we hold for you.  

Please note that, unfortunately, MCAS will only 

show the details of the person whose login it 

is. Other contacts will need to amend their 

details via their own login or you can simply 

email the school office 

admin.airyhill@yeat.co.uk with details of any 

changes, in particular mobile phone numbers 

and email addresses. 
 

 

Speak to us 

I always say that we’re not a perfect school but 

we do care passionately about what we do and 

although we always try to get things right, 

there are occasionally slip ups. If you have any 

niggles, concerns, questions or queries, please 

do contact us and we will do our very best to 

put things right. Your first port of call should 

always be your child’s class teacher, 

alternatively there are always staff available to 

speak to on the school gates. If you prefer, you 

can also speak to myself, if I’m not available 

immediately then please leave a message for 

me to contact you at the main office. 
 

 

Dinner Money 

Please note that the cost of a school dinner is 

now £2.50 and should be paid in advance, 

either weekly on Mondays or at any time via 

MCAS. Please ensure your child’s dinner 

money account is always in credit. You will get 

an automatic reminder if your balance gets to 

£0.00. If you are planning to send a packed 

lunch for your child, you can obviously ignore 

these reminder emails.  
 

 

Online Payments 

As you are aware from previous 

correspondence, Airy Hill School has now 

moved to online payments through MCAS for 

dinner money, breakfast club, school uniform 

items, trips etc. If you no longer have your log 

in for MCAS then it is most important that you 

email the school as soon as possible in order 

mailto:admin.airyhill@yeat.co.uk


for us to send you your log in details, as cash 

can no longer be accepted. 

There is also an option to pay via Paypoint. If 

you are interested in this option, please ask 

the school office for a Paypoint letter with a 

bar code. 
 

 

Parental consent 
As a school, we are required to give you choice 

and control over how we use some of your 

personal data. In the past, you will have 

completed a form to give or withhold your 

consent, details of which will have been 

transferred to our MIS system. 

As we are at the beginning of a new academic 

year, we would like you to click on the 

‘Parental Consent’ tab on MCAS to review your 

consent and complete any gaps. 

Many thanks. 
 

 

Applying for a Secondary School Place 
The application round for parents to apply will 
open no later than 12 October 2020 and the 
deadline to apply is 31 October 2020.   
 

 

Year 6 SATs  - 2021 Dates 
Year 6 SATs week 2021 will be during the 
Week commencing Monday 10th May 2021. 
 

 

School Dinners next week are as follows: 
Monday: 
Sausage in a Bun with tomato ketchup 
Diced Potatoes, Peas & Coleslaw 
Sponge & Custard 

Tuesday: 
Pasta Bolognaise 
Cucumber sticks & Grated Carrot 
Garlic Bread 
Chocolate Muffin 

Wednesday: 
Roast Chicken with Sage & Onion Stuffing & Gravy 
Medley of Vegetables, Roast Potatoes 
Oat Cookie & Apple 

Thursday: 
Mexican Beef Tortilla Boats with Rice 
Broccoli & Carrots  
Jelly & Ice Cream 

Friday: 
Battered Fish 
Chips, Peas & Sweetcorn 
Fruit & Yogurt 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good School Attendance is linked to success 
in all aspects of school life 

 
Our Whole School Attendance Target is 96% 
This week’s whole school attendance was: 93.24% 
 

This week’s attendance by class: 
 

Reception 92.45% 

Year 1 97.60% 

Year 2 91.88% 

Year 3 90.46% 

Year 4 89.05% 

Year 5 92.31% 

Year 6 97.96% 
 

140 children had 100% attendance 
3 children were late 
 

 

The School Mission Statement 2019-2020 
Dream, Believe, Aspire, Achieve 

Airy Hill Primary School’s vision is to develop enthusiastic and 
ambitious citizens of the future equipped with the knowledge, 

skills and understanding to achieve their true potential. 
  

Airy Hill’s Mission 2019-2020 

Ambitious teaching and learning is delivered to ensure that 

every child meets their true potential  

Independent learning skills are developed and promoted 

throughout the school 

Reading is at the centre of all learning at school and at home 

Young children are developed into positive, conscientious 

citizens with thoughtful behaviour and attitudes 
  

Have a zero-tolerance approach to poor school attendance  

Involve the community in extending a broad and balanced 

curriculum that excites children 

Link the skills of fluency, reasoning and problem solving to 

create efficient mathematicians 

Let children experience success and failure to create resilient 

individuals 

 
Kind Regards,  

 

 
Mrs C. Matthewman  
Headteacher 



 
Contacts 
Airy Hill Primary School 
Waterstead Lane, Whitby, YO21 1PZ 
01947 602688 
Email: admin.airyhill@yeat.co.uk  
Facebook: Airy Hill Primary School 
www.airyhill.n-yorks.sch.uk 
 

 
Safeguarding Statement 
Airy Hill Primary School is committed to 
ensuring the welfare and safety of all children 
in school.  
 
The Designated Safeguarding Lead is: 
Mrs Catherine Matthewman, Headteacher 
The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is: 
Mrs Chrissy Yates, Deputy Headteacher 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping Safe! 
If you have any concerns around your 
child’s safety in or out of school, we hope 
that you will feel comfortable to come in 
and discuss this with a member of school 
staff.  
 
There is almost always something we can 
do to help or signpost you to another 
professional for advice. 
 
Below are some useful links for further 
information around topics such as 
bullying, E-safety and abuse.  
 
NSPCC - www.nspcc.org.uk  
 
CEOP - www.ceop.police.uk/safety-
centre/ 
 
Childline - www.childline.org.uk 
 
Safer Internet Centre - 
www.saferinternet.org.uk  
 

 

It’s good to talk! 
We pride ourselves on working with parents 
to achieve the best possible outcomes for our 
pupils so if you have any concern, no matter 
how big or small, please contact a member of 
staff. Your concerns will be taken seriously. 
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Useful Contact details 

 
 

Anti-bullying 
Miss Locker is our anti-bullying lead teacher 

and we have a dedicated team of anti-bullying 

ambassadors in school. If your child has any 

concerns about bullying, please encourage 

them to speak up to someone, a member of 

staff or a friend. You can also speak to Miss 

Locker, your child’s class teacher or to myself 

directly.  


