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Reluctant readers

At Airy Hill, we understand that it is not always easy to get 
your child to read after a long day at school and we would 
never want it to become a battle for parents and pupils.

Often, reluctant readers are children who find reading 
challenging, but this is not always the case. There are many 
children who have not yet developed an enjoyment and passion 
for reading.

This term we are focusing on reluctant readers and how we 
can encourage them to read at home. 



Camouflage reading
– all reading is positive, whether it be a reading 
book or not.

If your child is not engaging in reading their reading book, could they try:

• Reading the television guide

• A newspaper article that may interest them (Newsround online is good for 
this)

• A short snippet of a magazine or comic they enjoy

• A restaurant menu

• Jokes

• Instructions for their favourite game

We love to see these things written in reading records too!



Try to build reading 
into your routine

• Having a quiet, comfortable space 
your child (and you) can read in 
can encourage a love for reading.

• Read with your child, to your child 
and in front of your child.

Both reading and hearing texts are 
important. If your evenings are busy, 
could your child read to you while 
you cook dinner? In the car? Before 
bed?



Quality is better than quantity 

We would prefer pupils to read a short section of a text to a good 
quality than lots of pages that they didn’t read fluently or understand.

There is nothing wrong with rereading snippets of the same book if it is 
helping your child.

• Ask a range of questions 

• Ask children to predict what might happen based on the illustrations

• Ask children questions about characters and plot



Here are some example 
of questions/activities 
you can do when 
reading at home.



Build a growth 
mindset

All readers make mistakes. It’s 
how we learn.

Encourage a positive growth 
mindset by praising your child 
for recognising mistakes, 
correcting what they said or 
sounding out and blending 
words.



Use technology

Children who find reading dull, may be happy to read the same 
material on a smart phone or tablet. 

We are currently searching for apps/e-books to support reading at 
home and are open to any suggestions for us to trial ☺



Don’t give up! Keep 
trying, as with support, 
the right conditions, and 
just the right books, you 
can help switch reluctant 
readers into readers who 
read for the joy of it!

If you have any questions or require any specific support with reading 
at home, please speak to your child's class teacher. Thank you!


