
 
 

 

Airy Hill Primary School  

  

  

  

  

Reading Spine 

                           

 

 

 



Nursery 

 Old and Gold New and Bold Traditional Tales Poetry Global Events 

Autumn 1        

 

      

 

 

 

         

 

          

 
Dingle Dangle 

Scarecrow 

• Harvest 

• Autumn 

Autumn 2       

          

  

 
 

Chop chop • Diwali 

• Halloween 

• Bonfire Night 

• Remembrance 

Day 

• Winter 

• Christmas 

Spring 1        

 

      

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

I can build a 

snowman 

Here’s a cup of 

tea 

• Chinese New 

Year 

• Valentines Day 



Spring 2       

          

  

 

Five little peas 

Pancakes 

• Spring 

• Pancake Day  

• Mothers Day 

• Holi 

• Easter 

Summer 1        

 

      

 

 

  

         

 

 

Under a stone 

Mrs Bluebird 

Hungry Birdies 

• Eid 

• Fathers Day 

Summer 2  

 

 

        

 

  

• Pride 

• Summer 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception  

 Old and Gold New and Bold Traditional Tales Poetry Non-Fiction Global Events 

Autumn 1 

 

 

Marvellous 

Me 

                      

              

        

        

       

 

        

 

Furry Furry 

Squirrel 

 

 

 

• Harvest 

• Autumn 

Autumn 2 

 

 

Lets 

Celebrate 

         

        

         

           

          

        

        

       

 

                  

Leaves are 

falling 

5 Little 

Pumpkins 

Stepping 

Stones 

 

 

      

• Diwali 

• Halloween 

• Bonfire Night 

• Remembranc

e Day 

• Winter 

• Christmas 

Spring 1 

 

All around 

the world  

       

 

    

       

    

         

 

              

Chinese 

Dragons 

Carrot nose 

Breezy 

Weather 

   

    

• Chinese New 

Year 

• Valentines Day 

• World book 

Day 

 

 



Spring 2 

Once 

upon a 

time 

 

        

       

 

 

 

 

        

      

Pancakes 

A little Seed 

 • Spring 

• Pancake Day  

• Mothers Day 

• Holi 

• Easter 

Summer 1 

Amazing 

Animals 

          

          

         

         

 

    

         

  

          

I have a little 

frog 

A Little Shell 

 

   

 

       

 

• Eid 

• Fathers Day 

Summer 2 

Wonderful 

Whitby 

      

       

       

       

     

     

 

 

Yo-Ho-Ho A 

pirating we 

go! 

 

 

    

      

• Pride 

• Summer 

 

 



 

Year 1 
Talk Through Stories Comprehension Lessons 

 Autumn Spring Summer 
Week 1 

Performance 

Poetry 

Poetry Basket – Autumn Leaves N/A Poetry Basket - Cup of Tea 

Week 2 - 6 Adventure  

Gruffalo  

Tiddler  

Where the Wild Things Are  

Look Up  

The Bear and The Piano 

Deep Sea Voyage 

Feelings  

I’m in Charge  

Perfectly Norman  

A Little Bit Brave  

Cotton Wool Colin  

Ruby’s Worry  

There’s Room for Everyone  

Traditional tale adaptions  

True Story of the Three Little Pigs  

Hansel and Gretel 

Billy and the Dragon  

Chapter Book 

Molly Rogers to the Rescue 

 Week 7 Poetry Basket A First Poetry Book – Pie Corbett:  

P34-44 – read all poems on the theme 

of feelings.  
 

A First Poetry Book – Pie Corbett:  

P168-184 – read all poems on the theme 

of seasons and weather.  
 

Writing Texts The Gruffalo – Julia Donaldson 

 

One Snowy Night  - Nick Butterworth   

  

The Wind in the Willows -Kenneth 

Grahame   

  

 

  

Throughout - 

Super 7  

The Lighthouse Keepers’ Lunch     The Proudest Blue  
 Invisible  



 

The Elves and the Shoemaker  

 The Snail and the Whale  

 And Tango Makes Three  

 Ducks overboard  



 

Year 2 
Reading Comprehension Lessons    

 
Genre & Weeks Autumn Spring Summer 

Week 1 

Performance 

Poetry 

Song of the Train by David McCord n/a The Ning Nang Nong – by Spike 

Milligan 

 

Week 2-8 

Fiction 

The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch – 

Ronda and David Armitage 

 

Grandad’s Island by Benji Davies 

 

The Twits – Roald Dahl 

 

Week 9 

Poetry 

Poems to Perform by Julia Donaldson – 

the Sound Collector, Roger McGough 

p16-17. 

Poems to Perform by Julia Donaldson – 

This Is The Key to the Castle p110/111. 

Poems to Perform by Julia 

Donaldson - p122 Tea with Aunty 

Mabel 

Weeks 10 and 11 

Non-fiction 

How does a lighthouse work? - Roman 

Belyaev 

 

Great Fire of London – Emma Adams 

 

Amelia Earhart (Little People Big 

Dreams) 

 

Story time 



 

 
Genre & Weeks Autumn Spring Summer 

 Choose three books 

Troll Stinks – Online safety 

Milo’s Monster – Jealousy  

 

Choose three books 

A Way to the stars – achieving dreams 

The Couch Potato – healthy lifestyles 

 

Choose two books 

 George’s Marvellous Medicine – 

comedy 

The kindest red - diversity 



 

Year 3 
Reading Comprehension Lessons 

 
Genre & Weeks Autumn Spring Summer 

Week 1 

Performance 

Poetry 

 

What is Pink? by Christina Rossetti n/a Adventures of Isabel by Ogden 

Nash (p75 of 100 Best Poems for 

Children) 

Week 2-8 

Fiction 

Peter Pan – J.M Barrie - abridged 

version 

 
 

The Butterfly Lion – Michael Morpurgo 

 

The Wild Robot – Peter Brown 

 

Week 9 

Poetry 

The Puffin Book of Utterly Brilliant 

Poetry:  p66 Sky in the Pie by Roger 

McGough 

100 Best Poems for Children 

P92 The Sea by James Reeves 

(Year 4 book – see Y4 reading 

comprehension):  A is Amazing – 

poems about feelings:  p15 The Huff 

by Wendy Cope 

 

Weeks 10 and 11 

Non-fiction 

Egypt Magnified – David Long  The pebble in my pocket – Meredith 

Hooper 

Ernest Shakleton (Little People Big 

Dreams) 



 

 

 

 
 

Story time 

 
Genre & Weeks Autumn Spring Summer 

 Choose two books 

Oscar’s Lion - resilience 

The girl who became a fish – facing 

fears  

Choose two books 

Faruq and the wiri wiri – cultural DT  

The lost happy endings – 

determination 

 

Choose two books 

 Charlotte’s Webb – friendship + 

loyalty 

Varjak Paw – self-belief 

 

Year 4 
Reading Comprehension 

 
Genre & Weeks Autumn Spring Summer 

Week 1 

Performance 

Poetry 

The Boneyard Rap by Wes Magee 

 

n/a Heard it in the Playground by Allen 

Ahlberg 



Week 2-8 

Fiction 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 

– C.S Lewis 

 
 

 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory – 

Roald Dahl 

 

The Explorer – Katherine Rundell 

 

Week 9 

Poetry 

100 best poems for children : 

P18 –from The Pied Piper of Hamelin – 

Robert Browning 

100 best poems for children – Puffin : 

P37 Macavity the Mystery Cat – T.S Eliot 

100 best poems for children : 

P15 Matilda – Hilaire Belloc 

Weeks 10 and 11 

Non-fiction 

Viking voyagers - Jack Tite 

 
 

Settlers and Invaders of Britain: The 

Anglo-Saxons, Vikings and Normans 

 

Up in the Canopy – James Aldred 

 

Story time 

 
Genre & Weeks Autumn Spring Summer 

 Choose one Choose one Choose one 



Brand new boy - compassion Song of the dolphin boy - 

environment 

The Wild Robot escapes – 

sequel to Y3 reading 

 

Year 5 
Reading Comprehension 

 
Genre & Weeks Autumn Spring Summer 

Week 1 

Performance 

Poetry 

The Witches’ Spell by William 

Shakespeare 

 

From a Railway Carriage – Robert Louis 

Stevenson 

n/a 

Week 2-8 

Fiction 

The Secret Garden – Francis Hodgson 

Burnett 

 

Room 13 – Robert Swindells 

 

Cogheart – Peter Bunzl 

 

Week 9 

Poetry 

The Works poetry book:   

The Monster in the Garden – David 

Harmer 

Troglodytic Owner-Occupier 

By Nick Toczek 

The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes 

(can be found in 100 Best Poems for 

Children – see Y4) 

Weeks 10 and 11 

Non-fiction 

Tudor DK Eywitness So you think you’ve got it bad? A kid’s 

life in Ancient Greece – Chae Strathie 

 Mayan Civilisation 

 



 

 

Story time 

 
Genre & Weeks Autumn Spring Summer 

 Choose one 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid – 

friendships/bullying 

Choose one 

The Last Bear – 

Environment/global warming 

Choose one 

The Boy at the back of 

the class – Refugee’s 

 

Year 6 
Reading Comprehension 

 
Genre & Weeks Autumn Spring Summer 

Performance 

Poetry 
(Take a break from the 

usual comprehension 

lessons for 1 full week as 

stated). 

All my Great Excuses!  by Ken Nesbitt n/a Gran can you Rap?  by Jack Ousby 



Week 1 until last 3 

weeks: 

Fiction 

The Borrowers – Mary Norton (8 weeks - 

Autumn 1). 

 

 

 

Continue:  The Boy in the 

Striped Pyjamas – John 

Boyneand 

SATS Preparation 

 

 

 

Who let the Gods out? – Maz Evans 

 

The Boy in the Striped 

Pyjamas – John Boyne  
(7 weeks - Autumn 2) 

 

3rd from last 

week: 

Poetry 

War Horse by Brenda Williams The Apple Raid by Vernon Scannell The Fish – Elizabeth Bishop 
https://poemanalysis.com/elizabeth-bishop/the-

fish/ 

Final 2 weeks: 

Non-fiction 

Women in Sport: Fifty fearless athletes 

that played to win -  Rachel Ignotofsky 

 

Anne Frank (Little People Big Dreams) 

 

Dr Maggie’s Grand Tour of the Solar 

System – Maggie Aberin-Pocock 

 

Story time 

 
Genre & Weeks Autumn Spring Summer 

 Choose one Choose one Choose one 



 

The Boy who made everyone 

laugh - SEND 
Song of the river – Loss and 

resilience 
Invasion of Crooked Oak – 

Thriller/mystery 


